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The Outreach and International Affairs mission statement 
inspires us every day as we engage in our work, “to share the 

best of Virginia Tech by working alongside communities across 
the world.”  We work “alongside” individuals and communities 
who are committed to improving their quality of life.  Our 
staff engage deeply, listen intently, and adapt deftly based on 
conditions on the ground in counties around the commonwealth 
and countries around the world.  I am often reminded, especially 
when I return home to Blacksburg after a stint overseas, that 
one issue is paramount to all of our work:  human capacity 
development.

We assist educators in Kurdistan in building capacity to grow 
their institutions of higher learning; we train farmers in East 
Africa, South and South-East Asia to minimize crop loss as a 
result of pest infestation; we guide government agencies to 
set responsive policies; we educate mid-career professionals 
to be adaptive to ever-evolving working conditions by offering 
innovative training programs that both sharpen skills and add 
new skills to their arsenal; and we work with Virginia’s middle 
and high school students to ensure that every student with drive 
and aptitude can set forth a pathway toward a college education 
irrespective of financial means.   

My colleagues in Outreach and International Affairs work in 
concert with other Virginia Tech faculty possessing the expertise 
and commitment to engage with local and global communities.  
A shining example of faculty engagement was showcased in May 
2015, when more than two dozen faculty from across campus 
participated in the Virginia Tech Hampton Roads Showcase event 
in Newport News, Virginia, to expose community, industry, and 
government leaders to diverse fields of research ranging from 
underwater autonomous vehicles and technology implications of 
the sonar systems of bats to cybersecurity.

This brochure provides an introductory overview of Outreach 
and International Affairs. The institutes, centers, and offices are 
bound together with a unified sense of promoting economic 
development, engaging in institution and human capacity 
development, and building the perfect global land-grant 
institution.     

Guru Ghosh sits  with The Honorable Harriet Fulbright (left) 
at the Deans’ Forum on Global Engagement 

Guru Ghosh
Vice President 
Outreach and International Affairs
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OUTREACH IS ONLY 
THE BEGINNING

Cover photos, clockwise from top left: 
Josh Nease, manager of the Catawba 

Sustainability Center, offers feedback on 
an engineering student’s plan; middle 

schoolers De’Mon Poe, left, and Aric Boyd 
from Lynchburg, Virginia, visit campus for 
a Talent Search event; a Ugandan farmer 

shows former Virginia Tech student and 
OIRED staffer Mary Parks a “participatory 

map” of his farm; a student in a study abroad 
program enjoys having her hair braided. 
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Faculty Development 

Program: N. America, S. 
America, Europe, Asia
and (in 2016), Africa



DEVELOPMENT
From papaya mealybug control in India, 
prescribed by the Integrated Pest 
Management Innovation Lab, to a wind 
and earthquake research collaboration 
between Virginia Tech and Chile, the work of 
Outreach and International Affairs promotes 
development and progress. Researchers and 
administrators from Virginia Tech and the 
Universidad Austral de Chile leverage their 
combined expertise and resources to address 
societal challenges, examining earthquake 
resilience, sustainable energy, and antibiotic 
resistance.  Additionally, the Women and 
Gender in International Development 
program generates respect and recognition 
for women’s vital work in the food chain as 
crops move from field to market.

Outreach and International Affairs transforms 
lives and communities with engagement 
work that is the heart of Virginia Tech’s land-
grant mission. Projects improving quality of 
life for people within the commonwealth 
and throughout the world include Save 
Our Towns, a monthly internet video series 
which aims to guide leaders working hard in 
Appalachia to improve their towns; economic 
development initiatives including impact 
studies for industries such as coal, wine, and 
food sustainability; and “green” classes offered 
by the Catawba Sustainability Center. 

As part of Virginia Tech’s peanut and 
aflatoxin project in Uganda, women map 

the path of the peanut in their community. 

John Provo, director of the Office of Economic 
Development, second from left, meets at the New 

River Center for Energy Research and Training in 
Christiansburg about a $3.8 million grant to help train 

workers for “green” jobs in the construction industry. 
Also pictured, from left: Georg Reichard of the Myers-

Lawson School of Construction and Sean McGinnis of 
the Green Engineering Program, conferring with Dan 

Horine of Virginia Western Community College.
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19,000+
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each year

3,700+
people served  annually by 
the Language and Culture 

Institute through its 
Intensive English Program, 

leadership training, and 
capacity building.
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• Continuing and Professional Education
• Center for Organizational and Technological Advancement
• Language and Culture Institute
• Office of Economic Development
• TRiO Programs (Upward Bound and Talent Search)  
• The Inn at Virginia Tech and Skelton Conference Center
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The mission of Outreach and International Affairs is to share the best of Virginia Tech by working side by side with communities throughout the world.

High-level training and technical-assistance 
programs are offered through Continuing 
and Professional Education, and an 
emphasis on career development prevails at 
the Commonwealth Campus Centers. The 
education and training programs created in 
Outreach and International Affairs develop 
leadership one lifelong-learning student 
at a time. As well, new and developing 
collaborations with business and industry 
include  connections made as a result of 
the OIA-sponsored Newport News research 
showcase. Through the Upward Bound and 
Talent Search programs, development of 
new leaders starts with youth as young as 
middle schoolers.

TRANSFORMATION 
Identifying obstacles that prevent people, 
organizations, and governments from 
reaching key objectives, Outreach and 
International Affairs builds capacity 
through robust application of Virginia 
Tech’s expertise to worldwide problems 
of poverty, hunger, environmental 
degradation and agricultural challenges. 
Examples include emerging partnerships 
with universities in Muscat, Oman; 
Shandong, China; and Iraqi Kurdistan -- 
partnerships designed to elevate the level 
of higher education carried out in those 
locales while strengthening Virginia Tech’s 
global visibility. 

Mike Riley, principal of Hidden Valley Middle 
School in Roanoke County and graduate 
of the Recently Appointed Administrators 
Program offered by COTA, oversees the day’s 
school dismissal. 

At a zoological park in Chennai, India, students 
from the Virginia-Maryland Regional College of 
Veterinary Medicine learn to handle and examine 
elephants. Without sedating the animal, the 
caretaker gets the elephant to lie down using 
only a voice command. 

LEADERSHIP

ENGAGEMENT


